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NEW COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENT
Sumner Main Street Association
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Welcome,
Sumner Main Street Association!
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Today we celebrate that, effective January 1, 2021, Sumner joins 35 other towns and

cities across Washington who have received the Main Street Community designation.

Each of these 36 Main Street Communities utilize the nationally recognized Four Point
Approach™ for revitalization which focuses on Outreach, Design, Promotion and

Economic Vitality. Welcome and congratulations!
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Sumner Main Street Association Receives 2021 Washington
Main Street Community Designation

SEATTLE - Following selection committee recommendation, Sumner Main Street Association
will become a designated Main Street Community, effective January 1, 2021. Including Sumner,
the Washington State Main Street Program’s (WSMSP) network represents 66 towns and cities
utilizing the nationally proven Main Street Four-Point Approach™ to revitalize their historic
downtown districts across the state.

Since 1984, the WSMSP has been helping communities revitalize the economy, appearance,
and image of their downtown commercial districts in Washington. The WSMSP is a program of
the Washington State Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation, managed under
contract by the Washington Trust for Historic Preservation. The program network includes two
tiers — Affiliate and Main Street Community. The purpose of the Main Street Community level is
to provide access to resources, networking opportunities, training and advanced resources to
cities that have an independent 501c3 or 501c6 nonprofit organization dedicated solely to
downtown revitalization. These organizations must prove they committed the necessary time
and training toward community support, financial and human resources, and are implementing
the Main Street Approach.

“This team did a remarkable job presenting their work building partnerships, supporting area
merchants, enhancing downtown’s built environment, and promoting their district,” said Breanne
Durham, Washington Main Street Director with the Washington Trust for Historic Preservation.
“The Sumner Main Street Association and its counterparts in cities across the nation are leaders
in strengthening local economies and ensuring downtowns remain vibrant in the years to come.”

WSMSP represents a diversity of small towns and major cities across the state. According to a
2019 study conducted by economic development consultants Jon Stover & Associates, one in
four people live within five miles of a Washington Main Street Community. That equates to 1.9
million Washingtonians who are able to benefit from welcoming historic neighborhoods and
thriving commercial districts in the places they call home.
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For more information, please contact Breanne Durham, Washington Main Street Director, at the
Washington Trust for Historic Preservation at bdurham@preservewa.org or 206-624-9449.

Local Contact: Jill Starks, Sumner Main Street Association, at 253-891-4260 or
director@sumnermainstreet.com.
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Washington Main Street helps communities revitalize
the economy, appearance, and image of their downtown
districts using the successful Main Street Approach™, a
comprehensive revitalization strategy built around a
community’s unique heritage and attributes.

Washington Main Street is focused on bringing people, jobs, and dollars back to
Washington's historic downtowns. Economic development is at the heart of this

statewide organization's efforts to revitalize downtowns and neighborhoods.

Washington Main Street is a coordinating program of the National Main Street Center
and utilizes the proven Main Street Four-Point Approach™ to help local leaders
organize themselves for success, create vibrant public spaces through design, promote

their districts, and enhance their economic base.
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GETTING TO WORK
IN SUMNER:

£

il

Kindled and tended by a strong, supportive
group of downtown merchants with a desire
to see Sumner’s local economy thrive, the
Sumner Main Street Association (SMSA) has
alighted into a robust organization fueling
community pride and building a sense of
place. The SMSA works to stimulate economic
growth and revitalization, enhance
beautification, nurture historic preservation

and ensure the vitality of downtown Sumner.

Working hard to welcome residents, visitors,
and potential new businesses, Sumner Main
Street Association has resources for
entrepreneurs and start-ups, is working with
the City of Sumner to install LED lights on 38
buildings in their “Light Up Main" campaign,
and is well known for iconic events like the

annual Rhubarb Days festival.

CONTACTS for MEDIA:

Jill Starks, SMSA Executive Director

director@sumnermainstreet.com

Breanne Durham, WA Main Street Director

bdurham@preservewa.org



BUILDING RESILIENT PLACES

Main Streets frequently play an active role in addressing the following types of community benefits.

VIBRANCY

Main Streets bring a mix of people and activity to
their downtowns that generates excitement and

promotes social interaction.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION

Historic preservation is a cornerstone of the Main
Street Approach™, as programs help rehabilitate
historic buildings, leverage historic tax credits,
and work to preserve local cultural legacies.

SOCIAL CAPITAL

The effective functioning of social groups in
community is enhanced by a shared sense of
identity and place through strengthened

interpersonal relationships.

ACCESSIBILITY

Main Streets partner with local transportation
agencies to maintain safe sidewalks, provide
ample parking for their businesses, and enhance

access for all visitors.

AESTHETICS AND PRIDE IN PLACE

Playing a role in signage, street plantings, facade
improvements, art installations, and
neighborhood cleanups, Main Streets create

atmospheres that promote pride and investment.

ENTERTAINMENT

Main Street is where life happens, and memories
are created. From festivals, events, and
recreational activities, to fostering a mix of
shopping, dining, services, and cultural

establishments—something for everyone!

ARTS AND CULTURE

Supporting arts and culture is a Main Street
priority, including facilitating partnerships that
fund, operate, and create awareness of local arts

programs and events.

SAFETY

Creating clean conditions, reducing storefront
vacancy, and adding eyes on the street increases a

neighborhood's real and perceived sense of safety.

AMENITIES

Having nearby places to eat, shop, and reach
service providers is vital for area residents and

visitors.

WALKABILITY

Bringing a dense range of amenities close to
residents creates walkable communities that
serve residents of all ages, incomes, and abilities

while minimizing their carbon footprint.



MAIN STREET'S IMPACT
IN WASHINGTON STATE

Main Street activities support local economies in a variety of essential ways. Since 2011, Main
Street Communities across the State helped generate $550.3 million in sales for district
businesses, supporting 6,405 jobs at those businesses. When accounting for business-to-

business transactions and employee spending, the economic impact of Main Streets includes
8,537 jobs, $397.7 million in salaries, and $821.7 million in sales.

In 2019 alone, Washington's network of designated Main Street

Communities collectively represented:
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2,675
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*Average total volunteer hours per Main Street Community in 2019.



Washington Main Street Network

Nanaimoo Richmondo SU‘O - (s) Trail Cre
& OAbbotsford (3] Grand Forks 8 @
‘ o
0 North
Cascades
National Park 0 olville Bonners F
onal Forest

99

: Okanogan- Wenatchg
Olympic P 9 .
National'Park /9?“ ,'1 National Forestq Spokan j
‘ ’ ° Coeur d Ale
/ Wer.Qhee

9’ WASI‘“NG""'Zs L!ke 9
Ell‘o D 9 9

Q):icow
Ya na
98 = 9 Lewiston
YAKAMA INDIAN a R'Chlv NEZ

RESERVATION RESE
Kennewnck Wal \Ialla

. w casssmsnnn

HOOdeer L B
pOrtla@ Thel.')alles g w w

Beavenon Mt. Hood La Grande Joseph

9

Sand,
19

Olympic

National Forest 9 c&
9 Olﬂnae

Q) .

““Astoriag™™
o

PR

Washington Main Street represents a diversity of small towns and major cities
across the state. One in four people live within five miles of a Washington Main
Street Community. That's 1.9 million Washingtonians who are able to benefit
from welcoming historic neighborhoods and thriving commercial districts in
the places they call home. Now residents of Sumner can count themselves, too.
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WSMSP is a program of the Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation,
managed under contract by the Washington Trust for Historic Preservation.
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